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ENROLLMENT REQUEST FORM 
PROSECUTION CLINIC 

 
This yearlong clinical course exposes students to all aspects of the prosecutorial function, provides 
students with hands-on courtroom experience, and pushes students to think critically and 
constructively about issues surrounding the American criminal justice system, such as the role of 
racial biases, prosecutorial discretion, mass incarceration, the benefits of diversion, and systemic 
reform.  Through a combination of classroom lectures, discussions, guest speakers, and field 
placement in one of several local prosecutors’ offices, students will explore a range of practical, 
ethical, and intellectual issues involved in the discharge of a prosecutor’s duties and 
responsibilities.   
 
The highlight of the clinic is the students’ experiences interning in the one of several Virginia state 
jurisdictions.  Students who prefer experience in a federal office can seek placement in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia in Richmond.  For the full academic year, 
students will be assigned to one of these participating prosecutors’ offices.  Students will receive 
a total of 8 credit hours for the Clinic, divided evenly between the fall and spring semesters.  
Between class, travel, and field placement responsibilities, students are expected to dedicate 
approximately 13 hours per week to the Clinic. 

 
Although the Prosecution Clinic is designed for students who are pursuing or considering a career 
in prosecution, enrollment is not limited to such students.  If the number of applicants exceeds the 
number of available placements, preference for admission into the Clinic will be given to students 
who have a demonstrated interest in the criminal justice system. 

 
Note:  Selected students will be placed in the various field offices on a random basis among those 
who have stated the highest preference for each respective office.  That is, for any given office, 
spaces will be allocated randomly among those students who have ranked that office as their first 
choice, and if none, then among those who have ranked that office as their second choice, and so 
on.  When ranking your office preference, please be cognizant that different jurisdictions hold 
General District Court sessions on different days; you should give some thought to selecting 
offices whose court schedule complements your anticipated class schedule.  Court schedules for 
different jurisdictions can be found on the Virginia court website.  Please also note that, while 
placement in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia is an enriching and 
rewarding experience, an internship in this office often results in significantly less “courtroom 
time” and hands-on courtroom experiences than placement in state offices. 

 
Instructions:  Student who wish to enroll in the yearlong Prosecution Clinic during the 2021-2022 
academic year must complete this form and submit it, along with a current CV or résumé and a 
cover letter, to the Student Records Office.  All applications must be received no later than 
noon on June 14, 2021.  Applications received after this date will be placed on a waiting list after 
students who applied in a timely manner.  Selected students will be notified by June 21, 2021. 
 
Please contact Joseph Platania (platania@charlottesville.gov) or Heather Carlton 
(hlcarlton75@gmail.com) with any questions. 
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Name: 
UVa ID No.: 
Current Local Address: 
Cellphone number: 
UVA Email Address: 
 
Office preference:  By signing this form, you acknowledge (1) that only two of the fifteen 
participating field offices are located in Charlottesville and that, although most students have 
requested placement in one of these two offices, most students are placed in one of the other fifteen 
offices; and (2) agree to accept placement in any office participating in this clinic program. 
 
Currently participating offices:  Albemarle County, Augusta County, City of Charlottesville, 
Culpeper County, Fluvanna County, Greene County, Henrico County, Lynchburg, Madison 
County, Nelson County, Orange County, Rockingham County/Harrisonburg, City of Staunton, 
City of Waynesboro, United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia 
(Richmond Division). 
 
Your ranked preferences:
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8. 
 
9. 
 
10. 

Certification:  I certify by my signature below that I have read the course description and hereby 
request enrollment in the Prosecution Clinic.  I acknowledge that if I accept an offer to participate 
in the clinic, I will be enrolled in the clinic and cannot drop that enrollment after July 1, 2021.  I 
realize that this is a yearlong course, and I give you my commitment that if I am granted enrollment 
in the course I will participate in the clinic for the entire academic year.  I further understand that, 
if admitted to the clinic, I will be assigned to one of the participating prosecutors’ offices, many 
of which are located outside of Charlottesville and are 30-75 minute drive from the law school by 
car.  I agree to accept whichever field placement I am assigned, and I accept responsibility to 
arrange regular transportation to and from the office to which I am assigned, at my own expense. 
 
Any of the offices to which I may be assigned may conduct a background check prior to my 
acceptance in the program.  I hereby authorize and release all persons with knowledge about my 
background to provide information to any law enforcement officer or member of the staff of one 
of the participating prosecuting attorneys’ offices conducting such an investigation. 
 
 
Signature:         Date: 


